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654.11 Sponsor(s)’ responsibility.
654.12 Financing operations and mainte-

nance.
654.13 Designating responsibility for oper-

ation and maintenance.
654.14 Duration of sponsor(s)’ responsibility.
654.15 Operation and maintenance.
654.16 Property management.
654.17 Inspection.
654.18 Natural Resources Conservation

Service responsibility.
654.19 Plan of operation and maintenance.
654.20 Violations of operation and mainte-

nance agreement.

Subpart C—Conservation Operations

654.30 Responsibility for operation and
maintenance.

654.31 Performing operation and mainte-
nance.

Subpart D—Emergency Watershed
Protection

654.40 Responsibility for operation and
maintenance.

654.41 Performance of operation and main-
tenance.

Subpart E—Great Plains Conservation
Program

654.50 Responsibility for operation and
maintenance.

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 83–566, 68 Stat. 666, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1001–1008). Sec. 1, Pub. L.
86–468, 74 Stat. 131, as amended (16 U.S.C.
1006a); sec. 2, Pub. L. 78–534, 58 Stat. 889 (33
U.S.C. 701a–1); sec. 13, Pub. L. 78–534, 58 Stat.
905; sec. 5, Pub. L. 93–251, 88 Stat. 15; Pub. L.
87–703, 76 Stat. 607 (7 U.S.C. 1010–1011); Pub.
L. 74–46, 49 Stat. 163 (16 U.S.C. 590a–f, q); Pub.
L. 84–1021, 70 Stat. 1115, as amended (16
U.S.C. 590p(b)); sec. 216, Pub. L. 81–516, 64
Stat. 184 (33 U.S.C. 701b–1); 7 CFR 2.62.

SOURCE: 42 FR 58159, Nov. 8, 1977, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 654.1 Purpose and scope.
(a) This part sets forth the operation

and maintenance requirements per-
taining to measures installed with Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) assistance. This includes meas-
ures installed under the following pro-
grams:

(1) Federal financially-assisted
projects.

(i) Watershed Protection and Flood
Prevention (WP&FP). See part 622 of
this title.

(ii) Flood Prevention (FP). See part
623 of this title.

(iii) Specifically authorized projects.
(iv) Resource Conservation and De-

velopment (RC&D).
(2) Conservation Operations (CO).
(3) Emergency Watershed Protection

(EWP). See part 624 of this title.
(4) Great Plains Conservation Pro-

gram (GP). See part 631 of this title.
(b) These regulations shall apply to

all Federal financially-assisted
projects as set forth in subpart B for
the duration of their respective oper-
ation and maintenance agreements.
However, this does not relieve the
sponsor(s) of any liability which may
continue beyond the evaluated life of
the measure under Federal, State, and
local laws. Operation and maintenance
agreements in effect prior to the effec-
tive date of these regulations are not
affected by these regulations.

§ 654.2 Definitions.
Evaluated life. The time period for

which project or measure benefits and
costs have been evaluated. The evalu-
ated life starts after the last project
measure of the evaluation unit has
been completed.

Landuser. Those who individually or
collectively use land as owner, lessee,
occupier, or by other arrangements
which give them conservation planning
or implementation concern and respon-
sibility for the land involved.

Maintenance. The work and actions
required to keep works of improvement
in a condition to function for their in-
tended purpose and the replacement of
portions of project measures as speci-
fied in the O&M agreement.

Operation. The administration, man-
agement, and performance of services
needed to insure the continued proper
functioning of completed project meas-
ures.

Operation and maintenance agreement.
A written agreement between the spon-
sor(s) and NRCS or other recipient(s) in
which responsibilities and actions are
established for the operation, mainte-
nance, replacement, and inspection of
project measures.

Plan of operation and maintenance. A
detailed program of action to provide
for performing the operation and main-
tenance of a specific project measure.
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